A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
The French Marriage. There was no time to conclude
the French marriage before the old King's death; but it was
concluded by proxy within two months, and Buckingham went
over to the French court in connection with it. Here he
committed the imprudence of indulging in a violent love affair
with Anne, the Queen of France, whom her husband had
neglected. This was discovered, and brought an enmity
between the two courts, which was increased by the King of
England's active dislike of Catholic character and practice.
When the young Queen came over she brought a retinue of
her own servants and priests, guaranteed by treaty, and Charles
before his father's death had (with his father) secretly promised
toleration for Catholicism in England. The presence of the
Mass in his own palace, however, and of all these foreigners
about him, exasperated him; he broke his marriage treaty and
pledged word by turning out the great bulk of the Queen's
servants. The thing was done violently and abruptly, and
increased the quarrel with the court of France. Charles had
already inherited a war with Spain, and he was thus at the
beginning of his reign drifting into a war with France.
The Three Parliaments. Within the first four years of
Charles's accession three Parliaments were summoned; the
first that which necessarily had to be summoned to meet a
new King; the two next under an imperative necessity for
obtaining the large and exceptional sums of money as special
grants without which it was impossible to carry on. The royal
revenue continued to fall, because the value of money was
changing. The Crown got its revenue mainly in customary
payments, so much land paid so many pounds. But the pound
purchased less and less as time went on, and the Crown had
to pay more and more for labour and materials, though its
income was fixed. Moreover, the cost of things necessary to
the state necessarily rose continually, because all modern
things—including a larger and more expensive type of fighting
ship, more expensive armaments of all kinds by land, etc.—
were then rapidly developing. Now, Parliament, being a
committee of the landed gentry and great merchants, was
bound to continue its efforts at usurping power, which had
begun in the old King's reign. These efforts would now be
ail the bolder because they had to deal with a young and in-
experienced monarch, and because the tradition of kingship,

